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Gladys L. Benerd  
School of Education
Diploma and Hooding Ceremony
Saturday, May 11, 2019, 5 p.m.
Alex G. Spanos Center
Gladys L. Benerd  
School of Education
PROGRAM
Interim Dean Linda L. Webster, Presiding
Music Prelude    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Various Jazz Selections
Banner Bearer   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sierra Humiston 
Processional
“Pomp and Circumstance,” 
March No. 1 in D, Op. 39 
Sir Edward Elgar (1857–1934)
Invocation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Dr. Justin A. Low
Associate Professor
Introductions    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Interim Dean Linda L. Webster
Presentation of Honor Societies .  .  .  .  .  .  Interim Dean Webster 
Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society 
Alpha Sigma Lambda Society
Awards and Recognition  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Interim Dean Webster 
Outstanding Graduating Senior
Outstanding Multiple Subject Award
Outstanding Single Subject Award
Outstanding Special Education Award
Doctoral Innovation in Research and Practice Award
Outstanding Organizational Innovator Award
Outstanding Service and Leadership in Educational Psychology
Outstanding School Psychologist
Julie A. Sina Award for Inspirational Leadership
Karen DeRosa Outstanding Graduate Student Leader Award
Women of Distinction — Graduate Student
Presentation of Graduates  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Interim Dean Webster 
Bachelor’s Degree Candidates
Master’s Degree Candidates
Educational Specialist Degree Candidates
Doctoral Degree Candidates 
Concluding Remarks .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Interim Dean Webster
Pacific’s Alma Mater
“Pacific Hail!” 
Lois Warner Winston ’23 (1901–1989)
Benediction   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dr. Low
Recessional
Selections from Elgar’s Marches 
Sir Edward Elgar (1857–1934)
ACADEMIC PROCESSION
Banner Bearer
Candidates for Bachelor of Arts Degree
Candidates for Master of Arts Degree
Candidates for Educational Specialist Degree
Candidates for Doctor of Education Degree
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs
Dean of the Graduate School
Dean of University College
Dean of McGeorge School of Law
Dean of University Library
Interim Dean of Gladys L. Benerd School of Education
Faculty and Faculty Emeriti of Gladys L. Benerd  
School of Education
Diploma and Hooding Ceremony
Saturday, May 11, 2019, 5 p.m.























































































































Giovanna Montserrat  
Rebollar Mejia










Amanda Marie Sharpe 
Sara Silber
Michael Gerbec Sinclaire





















































Educational Specialist Degree 
Graduates

























Diploma and Hooding 














The Gladys L. Benerd School 
of Education would like to 
congratulate Dr. Marilyn 
Draheim on receiving the highest 
honor given by the university — 
the Order of the Pacific. Thank 
you for your many years of 
excellent service to the students 
and outstanding contributions 
to University of the Pacific 
community.
DEGREES CONFERRED
Bachelor of Arts in  
Liberal Studies
Angelina Arnaiz*
Jainith Leilani Baez Espinoza
























Daisy Dayana Acosta Ramirez
Angelica Maria Aguilera
Laura Elizabeth Ainsworth
Shayna Rae Nicole  
Molina Ajolo

























Robert Earl Ceaser Jr.
Guadalupe Chavez













*Cum laude    **Magna cum laude    ***Summa cum laude
The list of names as it appears in this program includes actual and potential graduates for the 2018–19 academic year. The above “graduation with honors” distinctions are contingent upon 
final grade point average calculations at the completion of all relevant degree requirements. The official list of graduates and honors awarded for each graduation date of the 2018–19 year is 
maintained by the university registrar.

















Dissertation: Visual Arts: 









Dissertation: It is better: 
An Autoethnographic 
Study; “Why” it is and the 






Achievement Gaps at the 
Speed of Trust: Designing 




Dissertation: The Chief 
Executive of Charter 
Management Organizations 
and Their Perspective on 
Instructional Leadership 






and Utilization on the 
Bone Marrow Registry: 




Dissertation: A Case Study 
of the Perceived Impact 






Dissertation: Oral Health 
Care: An Autoethnography 
Reflecting On Dentistry’s 




Dissertation: Family Child 
Care Providers’ Perceptions 
of Quality of Training 
in the Early Head Start 
Program
Dr. Amanda Renea Johnson
Dr. Rod Githens
Dissertation: Issues of 
Equity Among Team 
Members In Special 
Education: Voices Of 





Relationship Between the 
CEFI, as a Measure for 
Executive Function, and 
the BASC-3, as a Measure 
of Externalizing Behavior, 
on School Problems for 




Dissertation: The Effects 
of Attachment and 
Alliances within the 
Family on Student/
Teacher Relationships and 
Disruptive Behavior









Dissertation: Near Miss 
Reporting: Perspectives on 
Worker Conversance of 
Incident Events Across Two 
Industries
Jinrui “Crystal” Zhang Mone
Dr. Delores E McNair
Dissertation: West Meets 
East: An Exploration of the 
Ways American University 
Development Officers Can 





Collective Teacher Efficacy 
in One High-Poverty 
School: A Case Study
Marilyn Murrillo
Dr. Delores E. McNair
Dissertation: Faculty 






Literacy and its Impact of 
the Reading Development 














of Their Own Critical 








Higher Education: A Case 




the Attitudes and Beliefs 
of Audiology Students 
Towards People Who Are 




Underlying High School 
Mathematics Teachers’ 




Dissertation: The Effects 
of Design Thinking on 
Students’ Career Self-Efficacy 
in Career Guidance Courses




A Study of Their 
Experiences Related to 
Intercultural Competence 




Dissertation: Early Care and 






in Exploring College 
English Teaching in a Large 




Loss of Professional Space 
from the Perspectives 
of Special Education 





















































































































































The list of names as it appears in this program includes students who completed all credential program requirements by April 1, 2019 for recommendation to the California 




Outstanding Graduating Senior Award
Nellie Guerrero
Outstanding Multiple Subject Teacher
Katherine Morrow
Outstanding Single Subject Teacher
Richard Black
Outstanding Special Education Teacher
Amanda Brady
Doctoral Innovation in Research and Practice Award
Dr. Indria Gillespie
Outstanding Organizational Innovator Award
Nicole Lowery




Julie A. Sina Award for Inspirational Leadership
Miranda Heaney
Karen DeRosa Award Outstanding for Graduate Student Leader
Gabriella Ruiz




Dr. Jacquelyn Ollison, People’s Choice Award 1st Place
Dr. Indria Giliespie, People’s Choice Award 2nd Place
HONOR SOCIETY INDUCTEES
Phi Kappa Phi
Among honor societies that induct members from all academic 
disciplines, Phi Kappa Phi, founded in 1897, is the nation’s oldest, 
largest and most selective. Invitation is extended to graduating seniors 
and graduate students in the top 10% of their class, and to juniors in 
the top 7.5% of their class. The mission of the society is to recognize 
and promote academic excellence and to engage the community of 
scholars in service to others.
Isabella Helen Camfield
Heriberto Cardenas
Leonardo J Chelin Uribe
Eric Gross





















Amy M Wasetis 
Manushi A. Yapabandara
Alpha Sigma Lambda
Alpha Sigma Lambda is the national honor society recognizing 
excellence among nontraditional students, meaning those who have 
returned to college later in life and who achieve academic excellence 
while also fulfilling adult duties of work and family life.
Stephanie Michelle Dutra
Maria Santos Garcia
Enedina Nellie Ayala Guerrero 
HISTORY OF THE GLADYS L. BENERD SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
Celebrating 95 years of leadership in education, the School of 
Education was officially established shortly after Pacific moved to 
Stockton in 1924, though University of the Pacific has emphasized 
the preparation of “preachers and teachers” from its beginning. 
Those who planned to teach made up large proportion of the 
student body during the university’s first 50 years, and the first 
elementary and high school teaching credentials were issued in 
1915. Created in 1920 as a separate academic unit, the Department 






























































































































Education formally organized in 1923 and recognized by the 
California State Department of Education in January 1924.
In the mid-1950s, the school began a Doctorate of Education 
program, and it was among the first institutions in California to 
prepare educational administrators, school psychologists and special 
education teachers. Today, the focus of the school’s programs is 
on teacher education, leadership preparation, distinctive programs 
in school psychology and the preparation of instructional and 
curricular leaders for K–12 and higher education. 
In 1992, the school was formally renamed the Gladys L. Benerd 
School of Education following an endowment gift of $6.5 million 
from Ms. Benerd, a friend of the School of Education and a 
longtime teacher in local schools.
For years, the school has maintained its accreditation with 
state and national agencies. Its programs for P–12 educators 
are fully accredited by the California Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing, and its school psychology program is approved by 
the National Association for School Psychologists (NASP). Pacific 
was the first institution of higher education in California to be 
accredited by NCATE through the doctoral level.
Through its academic departments, the school offers Bachelor 
of Arts, Master of Arts, Educational Specialist, and Doctor of 
Education degrees, as well as California credential programs 
in Multiple Subject, Single Subject, Special Education, 
Administrative Services and Pupil Personnel Services in School 
Psychology. For more than 75 years, the School of Education 
has been the primary academic unit at University of the Pacific 
responsible for the preparation of teachers and other professionals 
to work with diverse populations in P–16 schools.
Hundreds of graduates have become teachers, counselors, 
school psychologists, principals, subject-matter specialists and 
superintendents in both public and private education. Others are 
taking a leading role in higher education and in nonprofit and other 
organizations. Multiplied student-by-student, year-by-year, these 
hundreds of graduates of Gladys L. Benerd School of Education 
have positively touched the lives of thousands of individuals.
MISSION OF THE GLADYS L. BENERD SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
The Gladys L. Benerd School of Education prepares thoughtful, 
reflective, creative, caring and collaborative professionals for service 
to diverse populations through personalized and transformational 
learning experiences.
Framework
The cornerstone of the Gladys L. Benerd School of Education’s 
conceptual framework is the metaphor of the reflective practitioner. 
Reflective practice involves reflecting on and taking responsibility 
for one’s actions through continuous planning and re-planning of 
professional practice. Embedded throughout the school’s programs 
and courses are the concept, practice and metaphor of a reflective 
practitioner.
The Vision
To cultivate hubs of innovation and learning by empowering 
passionate leaders in Northern California and beyond.
VALUES OF THE GLADYS L. BENERD SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
Personalized and Transformational Learning
We provide personalized, transformational experiences for students 
from all backgrounds and experiences who are passionate about 
making a difference in the lives of individuals and communities.
Strength-based Community Focus
We build upon the strengths of our region by working 
within our diverse communities to be a true partner in 
helping Northern California realize its full potential.
Innovation and Learning
In everything we do, we explicitly focus on fostering hubs of 
innovation and learning throughout Northern California, 
which will serve as living models for how educators can 
partner with their communities to influence real change.
PA C I F I C  H A I L !
Words and Music by Lois Warner Winston ’23
(October 8, 1901 - April 1, 1989)
From o’er the rugged mountains standing high;
From out the broad low valleys, ‘neath the sky;
Our alma mater calls, We cannot fail,
Our voices blend in praise, Pacific Hail! Pacific Hail!
Long may her flaming torch give out its light;
Long may her spirit guide us in the right;
To her we pledge our hearts, We dare not fail;
To her we raise our song,
Pacific Hail! Pacific Hail!
